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UDNY GREEN SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER 4
Issued January 2017
Staffing Update

Mrs Fiona Joss has joined our school staff as a Pupil Support Assistant on a Monday and a Friday. Mrs Joss’ appointment means that we now have PSAs to cover all the hours our school has been allocated. The PSAs are taking forward different responsibilities. Mrs Joss (Mon/Fri) supports children to complete speech and language tasks set by the Speech and Language therapist. Mrs Cunningham (Tues/Wed) is supporting children to improve fine and gross motor control programmes set by Occupational therapists and we have ordered new resources to support these programmes. Mrs Bremner is taking forward actions to help our school work towards becoming a dyslexia friendly school. This involves helping children learn to use technology tools for literacy such as siri and Microsoft word on the iPad. She is supporting P5/6/7 with learning to use ‘Read, Write, Gold’ and will be working with some P3/4s with ‘Nessy’. 

Mrs Middler has been successful in her application to become Miss Gibb’s job share partner. P5/6/7 will be taught by Mrs Middler Mon/Tues and Miss Gibb Wed/Thur/Fri from Monday 30th January.

Mrs Middler has resigned from the post of Teacher Flexible Days (TFD) so this means that Ms Rossvoll will teach P1/2 full time from Monday 30th January. If parents wish to speak with Ms Rossvoll about matters concerning their child she would be grateful if they did this at the end of the school day to allow her to plan and prepare materials for P1/2 first thing. Please send information about medical appointments, changes in going home arrangements etc in writing. The TFD post is awaiting approval for advertisement. 

Mrs Nixon will begin maternity leave on Friday 3rd March, a replacement, permanent teacher is being interviewed for on Thursday 2nd Feb. 
Ongoing Reporting

A revised set of ongoing reporting event dates for terms 3 and 4 was sent out to all parents and published on the school website and this replaces any previous versions. Term 3 curriculum planners are also published on the school website. These provide parents with an overview of what children will be learning about and to do during Term 3. 

During Term 2 we held an open afternoon which was very well attended.

P1/2 100% of children shared their learning with a parent/grandparent

P3/4 92% of children shared their learning with a parent/grandparent

P5/6/7 53% of children shared their learning with a parent/grandparent

We will hold an open night on Wednesday 1st March from 18:00-19:00 to again allow children to share their learning with their parents. 

2017 National Improvement Framework and Improvement Plan for Scottish Education

Scottish Government has now produced a definitive plan which supersedes all previous plans. http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0051/00511513.pdf. 2017 NATIONAL IMPROVEMENT FRAMEWORK AND IMPROVEMENT PLAN FOR SCOTTISH EDUCATION

The Education Scotland website has been significantly revised to streamline advice for schools and reduce workload. 

The Education Scotland Parentzone website is beginning to share information and performance data about schools.

Literacy Strategy

The teaching staff are currently undertaking professional learning to improve listening and talking. They are reviewing national advice and resources to inform the programme for learning. 

On Friday 3rd Feb the Parent Improvement Planning Group will meet to contribute towards creating a clear literacy strategy for Udny Green School from 1.15pm – 2pm. Please contact the school office if you are able to attend.

Mrs Orus has reviewed the library books and has identified texts that would replenish and improve the library for your children. The Parent Council are working together to source and fund the book list.

World Book Day – Thursday 2nd March

World Book Day is taking place on the 2nd March and each child is being issued with a £1 book token with this newsletter. The token is valid from 27th Feb – 26th March. To celebrate World Book Day your child is invited to come to school dressed as their favourite book character on Thursday 2nd March. Your child can also bring some of their favourite books to school that day 

Parental Involvement

The Parent Council held a very productive meeting this week and the minute will be distributed shortly. The children have reported positively about Respect Time led by adult volunteers. The older children are currently running masterclasses for Wednesday Respect Time. From Wednesday 22nd February we would welcome Parent Volunteers to run Respect Time Clubs again, if at all possible and in particular a gardening club would be most welcome as Mrs Marshall has retired from volunteering although she is still happy to give advice. Please complete the attached slip and return to school by Friday 3rd Feb should be available to volunteer (PVG checked)
Art Exhibition and Community Café

At the Community Café on Friday 3rd February 2pm – 3pm there will be a display of all the children’s art in the hall for parents and family to come and see.
Holidays and Inservice Days

Just a reminder that school will be closed for holidays on Friday 10th and Monday 13th February and closed to pupils on Tuesday 14th and Wednesday 15th February. 



Dates for the Diary
Friday 3rd February
 

Parent Improvement Planning Group meeting 






1.15pm -2pm 






Art Exhibition and Community Café 2pm -3pm
Saturday 4th February


Udny Green Burns Supper and Ceilidh 5.15pm – 9.15pm
Friday 10th February


Holiday

Monday 13th February


Holiday

Tues 14th and Wed 15th February

In Service Days (school closed to pupils)

Wednesday 1st March


Open Evening 6pm – 7pm 






Beetle Drive 7pm – 8pm

Thursday 2nd March


World Book Day

Friday 3rd March



Community Café 2pm - 3pm
Friday 31st March



Easter Assembly 1.30pm – 3pm






Last Day of Term

Tuesday 18th April



Start of Summer Term




PARENT VOLUNTEERS FOR RESPECT TIME CLUB

Wednesday 22 February  / 1 March / 8 March / 15 March 

I / we can volunteer to help run a Respect Time Club and can manage some / all Wednesdays

Have been PVG checked with Aberdeenshire Council / School


Would like applications forms sent home for PVG Scheme

Parent Volunteer Name ………………………………………………………………………………

Child at School Name …………………………………………………..
















